City charter
school woos
Amazon,

Facebook

ELTON RIKFHANA SMALLMAN

One of Hamilton's newest schools 18
attracting the attention of tech glants
Arnazon and Facebook.

The cliy's first charter school, Té
Feopuku High, opened in February and is
making hesdwny with industry reps,
sald chief executive Cath R,

“Wa've i ns with
Facebools, " R said " We're distovering
there s @ lot of peodwill cut there in (ho
community and also in the teell com-
|m,amt5.

“Wha they are hlllng us is schools
aren't changing fnst enough in the wiys
wo deliver the currleulum o even what
we are delivering (o cater for tholr

Te Kopuku High has a Maori focis
und puts Maord identity at the core of jis
tenching, It fargets students from low-
decile mainstream schools, although 3
per cent have come from Maorl lmmer-
sbon schools,

The school has i roll of 110 students
from Year § to Year 11. It has a waiting
List of 35 and 15 stafl;

* O i robl can go to 300 and
wee are Jooking to do that by 2021."

*This groap of Maori kids grow up in
our systom and don't get a kot of ofpor-
wunity (o explore, have acknowledged or
ued thefr own culture and fden-
., It just 50 important for our Maoel

lmu aims to devilop students” salf
belief through *“STEAMB'" education -
sclonoe, techinology, engineering, arts
and maths, onderpinned by design
prineiples,

Seven af its staff are qualified teachers
or “lesrning facilitators™ and six are
menters or “coaches”, Seven of the stall
who Interact with students and men,

Located at the old Walkato Times
building in the 76 Ripa industrial sone —
acrogs the road from a warehouss and
next to Modern Transport Engineers -
students ore exposed to industry.

“It makes good sense fo locate it inan
aren where you want students tobe sur-
rounded by the types of infdustries they

might as o career option.when
they leave," Rau said.

Schools in cesidential areps don't
allow students. to “eannect” with the
workplaces in the community.

It brings the curriculam alot closer
fo the industries that will be ahie (0 open

Te Kopuku school, ana of Hamliton's newest. B
ocated In an industrial zone and is IT-focused.

pathways for our students, When they
come o sohool evory day, they are pass-
ing & whole lof of businesses and indus-

ries.

The old Waikato Times building is
now owned by Modern  Transport
Enginters owner Robin Retclife.

He turned down two commercial
affers to lanse the building to the school
hecnise ha believes in education

“There was 8 guy who wanted to put
govkarts 1o, but we said no, We think
young education is a good thing and the
tmilding suited it,” Ratcliffe said. “We
need to Jook st good Moo education .

Ratcliffe scrapped the printing I!f"@!rg
and put in n-full-size bosketball eourt.
The mezzaning floor of the old press
room is lined with stationary bikes and
cardio gear,

Th roof has baen n.mt the building
rewired, has been
hrnuglmut nndnm carpet laid.

He's cagey about how much he has
spent toget the rundovwn bullding up to
scratch for the stadents, but it's in the

ons.

Tt was in seven flpures and we spont
the soven flgures on it but the thing was
midcmﬂdn'ldu it amy different.” Rateliife
Sibd,

Raw has 5 years’ experience in edu-
cation - indigenous edueation is her

“abeolute passion”,

Atthe start of the year, Rau tested her
students and fiund mons (hian 70 per cent
of them were behind in thelr sducation,

After 20 weeks, the Indications are
“really good” for future assessments,

“We can soe some really positive
shifts from the beginning of the year to
niow for our students.”



